IS    POLAND    LOST ?

^earned a great deal from the Napoleonic cam-
paigns. That, incidentally, was beside the point, as
I had never doubted the courage and fighting
spirit of the Polish people.

However, despite my gloomy prediction of four
years ago, I could not say, 'I told you so!', even
if I were that way inclined, for the possibility of
what has actually happened in September 1939
had not occurred to me. The foundations of the
Polish State seemed too solid and secure and the
martial spirit of the Polish people, as typified by
its great leader, Marshal Pilsudski, too strong for
that. There was, of course, a Corridor Question
and a Ukrainian Question, but while there were
many who foresaw the aggressive intentions of the
Nazis, no one believed that Soviet Russia had any
territorial designs on Polish Ukrainia. Indeed, in
the course of my frequent visits to Soviet Russia
I had come to the definite conclusion that if Stalin
had any ambitions in Europe it was to secure a
common frontier with Czechoslovakia and to
settle the question of Bessarabia in Russia's favour;,
otherwise he was determined to keep out of
Europe and concentrate his interest on the East,
The Treaty ceding Bessarabia to Roumania has
never been ratified by Soviet Russia and although
the* Russo-Roumanian agreements created the
impression that Stalin had lost interest in the
former Russian province, I was always convinced
that he was only biding his time, even despite the
optimistic assurances of M. Nicholas Titulescu,
former Roumanian Foreign Minister.
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